BELSEN

N 15 April word was recelved by 8 Corps

that shead of them lay a prison camp
where (bere was am outhreak of lyphus. The
German  authorities wished Io surrender it
under the white flag.

Among the first to enter were Brig. Glyan
Hughes, Li-Col. Michie, Col. Blackks and Capt.
‘Williams. The conditions they found dely des-
cription. Tem thousand unbured dead lay
where they had lallen. There was no sanitation
whatsoever, and the only water festered in a
black and stagmant pil. Dysenlry, typbus and
every copcelvable disease ol corruption and
malnutrition were everywhere. Despite the
efiorts of Brig. Hughes and Col. Blusll, ADMS
11 Armd, Div., another 13,000 died in camp be-

remalning officials
were arrested by Li-Col. Taylor of 63 A/T Regl,
who became the first British Camp Com-
mandant.
Al Belsen the expectation of life was 3
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The Days

THEFIRST BRITISH TRIAL
OF WAR CRIMINALS IS
DRAWING TO ITS END AT
LUNEBURG. NO CASE IN
ALL OUR LEGAL ANNALS
HAS BEEN WATCHED SO
CLOSELY BY THE WORLD.
REPORTERSFROMNEARLY
EVERY NATION ARE RE-
CORDING THE SCENE
FROM HOUR TO HOUR IN
EVERY LANGUAGEUNDER
THE SUN.

HERE SJT. COURTMAN
DAVIES, SOLDIER REPOR-
TER, AND CPL. ERIC EARN-
SHAW, STAFF ARTIST,
DESCRIBE FOR YOU THE
SETTING AND SOME OF
THE PERSOMNALITIES OF
THIS GRIM AND HISTORIC
EVENT.

HE red brick Court House at
Luneburg in which the first
of the War Crime Trials Is
heing held looks, inside, exactly
like a film set. It was originally
4 gymnasium. The batteries of
lights; the screen at the back of
the court on which the Army
Film Unil’s record of Belsen was
projected during the opening
days of the trial; the cluster of
wiring and loud-speakers; the
rows of Press benches, where the
journalists of England and Ame-
rica are mingled with the jour-
nalists of Russia, Yogoslavia and
almost every other nation — all
these give an impression of a
Hollywood
The mowly-beilt, drab-grey secticns
lor prosecution and defence, above all
1he great itsell with its neat, num-
Ted spaces for the prisoners and thelr
CMP quards, coolrive to make this
trial the most amazmng court martial
the army has seen. Fer it is finally 4
court martial, with Major - General
H.P.M. Bormey-Ficklin as Presigent of
the Court. The uniform of the army is
#varywhere. Counsel for prosecution,
for defence: interpreters, guards: svery-
whara is khaki. And always, in the well
the coarl, is & witnoss, quistly,
steadily selting out the evidence
against all those who are now little
more than numbered tunics in which
a quigt body sits, walting

CMPs' Scruliny

Each morning. by 09.25 hours, every-
ene in court is seated. Two CMPs
wnler the dock and make the quick but
efficient scarch demanded; almost im-
mudiately the prisonecs fhe in and take
their seats.

Batwoan them, i regular intorvals,
sit the Redcaps, ATS Provest quarding
the women They are responsible for
them from the moment they have col-
locted them from Luneburg gaol sach
mornisg until they have handed them
back 1o the German civil suthorities
vach evening. At half past nine, on a
command [rom the loudspeaker, the
court rises as the President entors to-
gether with the Deputy Judge Advocate

meral, Mr. C L Stirling, the latler
wearing the wig and robes of his pros
fessbon.

The Prasident commands the court 1o
sit. and the new witness is swomn in.
Behind tha President the official ob.
sorvers of Allied Mations loan farwar
intently. ¥

On the first day of the irial, the
accased wore tense and serious. Now
they are gaining comfidence, 11 {s as if
they were engaged in a ballol with
Death. Some of them have not yel been
picked out by any witness, o namud.

ose who are named go tense as their
accuser gives ovidence, They listen
carclully, and then when the evidence
is Mnished they sigh with rellsl, as

lhul?h they bad expected much worse.
Odd statements are fung In by the
witnesses, siotemonts which in them-
selves polnl 1o crime aflter crimo. For
instance... "There was another oc-
casion when the selection was being
made for the gas chamber. Two girls
chosen to die flung themselves out of
the window and fell In the courtyard.
1 saw Iima Grese walk across to them
and shoot sach of them twice as they
lay there..." Two moro alleged mur-
dess to be marked against blonde-
haired, pretty lrms Grese. Bul they are
ot counted. There are too many mur-
ders, 1eo many beatings, for a low more
1o count.

Kramer Smiles

And all the time, Number One, Josef
Kramer, one-time Commandant of Bal-
sen, sits in the corner of the dock. He
smiles to Bimself, ho listens carefully
v (b evidence; be scrapes his chin
and his nose with the side of his thamb,
pensivaly.

The evidence ltwolf comes slowly,
since it must be translated into both
English and German. Ciccasionally thore
is a susprise witness, as the other day
when Doctor Sigismund Charles Bendel
arrived from Paris and proffercd his
story. He gavo terrible detafls ef the
gu: chambers and the incinerators, and

rew 4 ghastly plcture of an inferna
whore sub-human  creatures  dragged
carpses 1o the blazing pits which could
bumn fo ash a thousand bodies every
bour. And for every heur of the day
and might that went on. Harald Ie Drull-
lenac, the only British subject found
among the survivors an Belsen, has
spoken of his nine days there. His nor-
mal weight of 13 stone was reduced to
seven

Thare is little emotion lelt, now, in
the voices of the wilnesses.
tepeated o ollen these statements about
doath, these slories of artificial insemi-

i of obscene  uperations, of
in hospital who instead of re-
ceiving glucose injections were injocted
instead with lysal and petrol and died
in agony within a few minstes.

To Their Cells

1t is five o'clock, and soon the court
will rise uniil to-mdrrow. Outside the
Germans are gathering, ustil almost a
thousand of them Une the street and
ihe square bafore the Court House.
When  the armoared truck gnd ke
TCVa, which transport the prisoners
Back 1o their cells, roll pasi, thare is

ere i an  atmogphere almost as
werful as that in the Court House
If when yet another guist voice
ws up the lale, and a once pretty
girfl now lumed inte 4 malure and
broken woman sa;

the feeling that
along in columna of five until the and
of my lfe.”

e LEFT: Kramer leaas over fa consult
i defending counael,
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