It's a hush-hush sort
of place. But we were
allowed a peek into
PJHQ Northwood's
best-known ‘secret’
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NORTHWOOD seems about as subur-
ban as you ¢ r London.
Then you come across the high fence sur-
rounding one of the Services’ best-known

“secret” establishments — the Permanent
Joint Headguarters
And be 1 the barbed-wire, deep

underground, is PTHQ's Control Room
known by one 1 all as the
Bunlker.
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“We recognise that

Nerve centre: Operations in Bosnia, Kosovo and the Middle East are controlled from here.
Inset — Maj Mark Thomas RE, part of the integrated joint-service staff, monitors events

closed doors, weams were dealing with
Kosovo, Bosnia, Sierra Leone and the
\hddh, Easr.

Staffed 24 hours a day, cach joint-ser-

is overseen by an officer at major
rank or equivalent in direct contact with a
theatre of operations.

Direct communications are constantly
mainwined with the MoeD, Land and
Strike commands, and T'he Fleet
headguarters is on site at Northwood

Video conferenci ies link PTHQ
with command sites perational
headguarters, Officers f isi
theatre they control
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AS the person responsible for co-
ordinating the development of the
JRRF, Maj Gen Cedric
places a high priority on team-
building and breaking down intar-
Service bamiers in PJHQ, 1t co

“This requires a trust, respect
and even an affection with one
another, and it is not easy to devel-
common aim. op,” said Maj Gen Delves, Chief of
Joint Force Operational Readi-

Delves

people’s  as one.”

immediate loyalties are to the
people closest to them. People in
small groups relate best to ona
another and the bigger the thing
gels, the less personal it becomes,
ould be said that the current
state of joint fighting is a form of
synchronising the activity in sepa-
rate areas. We wan! to go further in the
working in an absolutely integrated
fashion. We want to create a forca
with a desire and an ahility to fight
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do is command oper-
'm the co-ordinated sup-
port function i Tato operation
in which Land, IIu[ .mi Strike com
mands provide the military capabilitv. It
s the UK’s contribution te interna-
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ations and perfo

iwm for a specific
oper: 1 and hands them
back when the job is done. He
also has 55 people at Joint
rce Headquarters, well
as operational command of
the British Forces in Gibral-
tar, Cyprus and the Falkls
PJHQ is the focal p

Joint  Rapid
Force (JRRF), the means by
which the UK deploys §
on various missions at short
notice.
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