


A communal pet absorbs the interest of this young family, They have learned to live with the barbed wire.
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HOW @BSERVANT ARE Y@U?

These two pictures look alike but they differ in ten details, Look at them carefully. If vou cannot spot the differences, see page 38.

(r. . v. v Vv, VS V'V T

Ricliard , Arrneurer |

| P

r: v, v, ¥/

| &

Richard, Armeurar

Jrom previous page

predominantly Roman Catholic district like
jonderry, fam: lanning advice and

prescription s de by some doctors,

The unit aims to set up its own clinic linked

with the local Family Planning Association

doctor,

Whatever adversities the families face in
the strained environment of Northern
Ireland, two factors ourweigh inconveni-
encies and anxieties. Despite the long duty
hours, wives see more of their husbands
than they would if the families had
remained in Britain, Also, they are on the

spot and can feel the pulse of the situation.
One wife summed up: “We took it as a
chance—no-one was keen but everyone
took a chance.”

Families officer Major Johnny Johns
said: “I'm full of admiration for them and
the way they stand up to the stresses and
strains and the frequent absences of their
husbands.”

He added: “To say any wife wasn’t
worried before coming here is to gild the
lily too much., They weighed against this
the advantage of being where their hus-
bands were, Once here there was as much

morale and regimental spirit among the
wives as the fusiliers; this is continuing to
carry them through. In fact, I find there are
fewer problems here than generally on
other stations, possibly because of this
cohesive spirit. Since we came here the
whole attitude to long-tour battalions in
Northern Ireland has been to bolster up and
improve facilities with a degree of priority
you don't get elsewhere in the world.

“The wives have taken an active part in
seeking the same solutions we're trying to
establish , . . peace and a return to nor-
mality.”

The wives' thrift shop in Ebrington Barracks is & boon for the bargain hunter and a meeting place as well.
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